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Bear l*Ir. Fast, 

Your really fine ”The Pledge” probably means moro to me thaM to most readers 
because those UnAmericans tried to do with me what they did to you. I was able to beat 
them and more, get their agent convicted of two felonies. But the climate then, a few 
years eca^lier, was a little better and tjianks to a first-rate Mat* ^ari, my wife, I 
understood how to fi^t them .jid was able to. 'TJaat unpirecedented success was a one-day 
wonder and I*ve never seen or heard any reference to it^^^tc, /’)w4^ 

^our cliaracter Schamoff aleo brou^t back recollections some of which may 
interest you. (Does it come from Sarnoff , as you have hints of the Hollywood Ten?) 

And you may know others who plan to write about those fascisti, fiction oi^ nonfiction. 

But first I must express appi^^ciation of and great respect for the remarkable 
job you have done of telling people what real «mericanism was intended to be, what it 
should be and isn't, and who is responsible for corrupting it. Our knowledge of your 
work goes back to before Viorld War II. We've gotten and read all we've seen and found 
them all excellent. I know of no writer or historian Wio has made our concepts €Uid history 
aM coraprehensible and interesting. We are all in your debt for this. 

For three years, until late iy59» I wa^ an investigator for. and editor of a Senate 
committee you may remember, the Civil Biberties oommittee. Then X started Oaaearching a 
book on the Dies conanittee. They got wind of it, didn't like the idea at all, and undertook 
to frame and entrap me. This was under J. Parnell Ashamed- to-be Feeney, but they were 
all involved. They sent their fink to give me records^ some of which he fabricated. I had 
some questions so I interviewed him in a way that could protect me, with a stenographer 
taking it all down, and then I got him to swear to it before a notaty. I showed these 
things to a small gathering of Congressmen who were opposed to that committee and although 
having soiie misgivings I was reluctant to have it used, in the end I was pressuroiil to 
write a speech based on them for Congressman ^’ank ^ok, a A6w (jtealer from Michigan's 
^pper Peninsula, a decent man half ‘^inn and half Indian. i^Vank c^ime of poor people and he 
a deformed arm as the result of a timbering accident. Because his employer was negli- 
gent and unhelpful he thereafter, including as a lawyer, was always |aro-labor. 



Tlio speech made a sensatian because it told the underlying truth, that Dies et al 
were protecting the native fascists. A few days later the committee released the confession 
of its own forger, and that made a bigger sensation. 



Then they served a "forthwith” subpoena on me, at my home, and I tol(l that investi- 
gator where to go because knew that they could not command my appearance wrthwith. But 
later they grabbed me the Capitol building and tooK me to Sam Haybum^ hide-a-way, 
just of/ the floor. WheJra gang of them awaited me. It was like a grade-B movie. Tliey sat 
mejin an overstuffed chair next to a radiator and when I asked for water ran the hot 
spigot until it was real hot^li^^f^tion overlapping question from unidentified men who were 
enjoying themselves. The next time I refusea to appear without my lawyer, a man 

like your Wall Street lawyer^ whose specialty^ was international law, 4ill the other lawyers 
we approached in Washington declined to hand'^ case against the BnAmericans.But to the 
best of my knowledge they never printed my testimony. From their point of view they'd 
failed, i guess that is why. 



As with -^acon, they were vindictive. They put pressure on the attorney General to 
indict a colleague and me^ and the case was referred to tue United States Attorney for 
the District of Columbia. There was an FBI investigation, of course, and a grand jury 
before which 1 appeared so many time I can't remember how many. But in ways won't go 
into, my wife teamed what they were planning before the grtvnd jijry and based on this 
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knowledge I knew how to fight^nd in the end I took the grand jury away from the assistant 
U.S. Attorney and it refused^ to indict me and my colleague and did indict the Dies agent. 
Two counts, uttering and forging and obtaining money under false pretense. Tlie odd twist, 
like your warden character, is that after it was all over this Assistant U,S. Attorney, 
later chief war-crimesprosecutor in '^’okyo, invited me in to speak with him. He handed me 
a coi^ of what could have gotten him disbarred if I h d not been trustwosthy, the trans- 
cripts of Martin Dies' testimony. He told me that might at somu time need it for my 
protection. ^.Dies had had to admit that they had nothing on me.) 

The need to make a litong and Viorld V^ar II kept me from returning to that book, 
something forgot, something nobody else did and after I did it became difficult if 
not impossible for others to do. as soon as I got their subpoena, because X knew my way 
around on the f/ill and knew its regulations and procedures, I moved three women with 
upright typewriters into thv? office of the Clerk of the House and, in those pre— xerox 
days, they typed me copies of all of the expenses of the Dies committee, its Members and 
stafjj and other expenditures, ^his is how i learned the fink was in their pay. it 
is really how I was able to beat them. 

As soon as the aubpoenaes on the ^llywood Ten was in the news, one night I was 
visited by a former investigator for the ^ivil Liberties Committee, wlio knew of my 
research for this book. 1;^ had with him Kdward taytxky Dmytryk, one of the ‘-‘•en. They asked 
for access to my work for the defense of the T‘en and I let them take what they wanted. As 
you may recall, Dmytryk was the fink. They never used any of it, as they could have if 
they had been willing to fight on anything but the J^^irat amendment, and ^ never got any 
of it back. It v(jks quite a bit, too. 

Because the typista had made carbons, they may have keft b duplicate set of the 
pommittee'a expenditures. V^hat remained I gave to the ^niverscity of Wisconsin at Htevens 
Hoint, where all my records were originally intended to gA, and tliey should be available 
to anyone who is interested. 

I^hose bastards could not come after me as they did you and Sacon and I*d done 
nothing but research a book, so tliey had a law passed, still on the books, making it a 
crime to interfere with the proper functioning of a Congressional committee. I was able 
to persuade the grand jury of federal employees that writing a book did not interfere 
and that the committee had entrapped me and had paid for the execution of the forgeries. 

You my^ not have heard of my work, Uwless your sister Hena or her husband •'ukius 
mentioned it^to you. They were friends when they lived here. U*d heard Julius was ill 
and moved to *^ork. If either or both is still alive, please convey our regards and 
our pleasant recoliiections of tliciir kindnesses.) I did the first book on the Warren 
Commission and five others on the JrlC assassination and the first and only accurate 
pertinent book on the assassiiiation of Dr. ‘'^ing. I wqs one of the; early users of 
the i'Veedo- of Information act, witli my many lawsuits setting some precedents, one 
getting the act a^Yiended to open FBI, CIa and similar files, and as a result I got 
about a tliird of a million :>ages of once-secret records. I*ve done the basic workm on 
tho^e crimes, o^.her than the works that deceive and mislead by strange and unproven 
theories, and I wqnt it to be cared for and available. Thin is the reason I withdrew 
the gift of them from Wisconsin, wliich lost its interest, and arranged for them 

to be a permanli, public ajShive at local i^ood 'college, one oi the very uest of the small 
colleges. In connection with this I*ve tried to get all the records the FBi and those of 
tiiat ili: have o.i me and to recover what let the Ten bor ’ow. 

In finally located Dmytryk tlirough others of , the Ten, lion^i of whom had had any 
knowledge of wlmt he had for their d> fense and didn^t give them or their lawyers, Jid 
he did respond with what has to be a lie, that he had no recollection of getting all 
t.iose records, doaens of books of mounted clippings on the Dies gang included, so he 
could not help me recover them. Bee why - wondered if 2 /ou had him in mind in your 
character Bcharnoff? 
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I8ve just finished reading '•'•'he x'ledge and it brought back so many recollections I 
ramble*. I think you will understand but I do apologize for it* 

I^you know iuiyone who mi^^ht be interested in these records that fill close to 60 
file arebinets and ounAtless cartons, I consider that th.- •*’reedon of Information act makes 
me surrogate for ttie people and anyone now has free and unsupervised access and can make 
copies. '^'ibLs includes all records of the lX)la litigation in which subjected my work 
to the testing of the adversary system, with most of what filed not being lawyer 
briefs b|it my al'fidavlts in which * challeged the department of *^ustice and the FBI 
to charge me with perjury if I erred* I've already transferred some to/»ood, like all the 
records the CIA released on its toying with the mind and experiments with germs let 
loose on living people* 

b nn v-n what happened to you and to dacon, I had something to celebrate. The 
celebration was arranged, for me, improvised on the spur of the moment, by several of 
the C nngr aggmftn who had dared oppose the dies fascists plus one you may have met, a 
wonderful man who became a close and dear friend, Vito ^'arcantonio . Uly, what a novel 
he would make! We knew him so well. For a long time ho lived with me and I drove him 
around, including often to the «hite house, did u some of the investigating and research 
he wanted done, etc., and alter each meeting with FUh he told me what had transpired* j 

'i’hey had it at the I-lairillon, a fine restaiutunt you may have known*It was a real 
bash, a warm and emotional^night and early momingjaie of drinkine and singing and of 
relishing a unique event* It was the night the grand jury refused to indict me and did 
indict the committee's agent and through him, indicted it* Frank Book even sang two 
songs to me* I think you'll remember the songs he sang as "The Dies of Texas are ^pon 
lou" and "Starnes Fell on Alabama." If you don't remember, •'oe Starnes was Dies vtce- 
chalrman* 

However, as you know from having lived tlirough it, there was nothing that could 
turn the ^dmgress against that committee because it was part of the cold war, too* What 
1 thought might do it later fai^d miserably. It would have killed any other committee* 

Ij^d continued researchingt the book when could find tiiae and in checking up on some 
of what the committee did publish I discovered that in an effort to make it appear that 
it had looked into fascist activities it ha d plagiar ized a Japanese anti-fascist news- 
letter plttliahed kn the west coast* all the"i^ane~miisu3ed words, incorrect punctuation 
and garbled ufSiguage was word for word, comma for comma, published as the committee's 
own report o^ts o% investigations ! I got photostats of the pages of this^newaletter 
and of the committee’s report and *’^ai*c got up on the floor and long beiore HcCarthy 
did the original "I-hold-in-my-hand" act, but his ,.«ias real/* ^ really held it in his 
wonrta and flouiiahed the pages in the well of the ^ouae* He had them rolling in the aisles* 
But they continued the committee* 

We can't be far apart in years, altiiough hope your health is better than mine. 

ti.st' look a^ over my 77 years and recall that I urn the first member of my family bom 

into froedtOT and i look back on what have done, even the realization that so much could 
have been so much bettor does not diminish the feeling that have come close to doing as 

as a man can hope to do to justify his life. I think you can and should feel the 

way, only stronger, because of the extraordinary quality and worthwhileness of the 
remarkable body of work you have done. It is simply wonderful and we thank you for it* 

Sincerely, 

" ^ ^ A t ^ ^ ] 

*^old Weisberg / 



Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick. MD 21701 
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